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To the MEPs signatories of the letter on sanctioning the so-called Crimean deputies in the Russian
Duma
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Thank you for your letter of 6 October 2016. The statement issued by my Spokesperson on 19
September, to which you also refer, states that the European Union does not recognise the illegal
annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol by the Russian Federation and, as a consequence. does not
recognise the legitimacy of the elections held in the Crimean peninsula.

The EU's policy is therefore clear. The EU will continue to be guided by all the elements of this
policy.

I also take good note of your proposal to add the Deputies elected from Crimea to the list of
individuals concerned by the EU visa ban and asset freeze. The Council is currently considering the
issue in order to determine the most appropriate response. As you are aware. this regime, as all of
our sanction regimes, is regularly reviewed by the Council, and any decision to amend the list
would be for the Council to make unanimously.

Yours sincerely,
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Federica Mogherini
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